
November 24, 2020 

Update: Face Masks or Face Coverings in British Columbia Courthouses 

Effective immediately, people attending courthouses in British Columbia are required to wear a 
face mask or face covering, including in entrances, lobbies, waiting areas, registries, hallways, 
stairways, restrooms and elevators. In addition, people are required to wear a face mask or face 
covering in courtrooms unless the presiding judge, justice, master or registrar directs otherwise. 

Face masks or face coverings must be worn in a manner that cover a person’s nose and mouth. 
If you do not have a face mask or face covering, Sheriffs will provide one when you enter the 
courthouse. While wearing a face mask or face covering can reduce the spread of infection, it 
does not substitute for physical distancing, which must be maintained whenever possible. The 
requirement to wear a face mask or face covering does not apply: 

 to a child who is less than twelve years of age,

 to a person who is unable to wear a face mask or face covering because of (i) a
psychological, behavioural or health condition, or (ii) a physical, cognitive or mental
impairment,

 to a person who is unable to put on or remove a face mask or face covering without the
assistance of another person,

 if the face mask or face covering is removed temporarily for the purpose of identifying
the person wearing it.

In addition, all people attending courthouses in British Columbia are asked to be familiar with 
all health and safety protocols and to cooperate in following them in order to protect everyone 
in courthouses in this province. 

Click on the links below for more information regarding procedures when attending 
proceedings in each court: 

Court of Appeal for British Columbia 
Supreme Court of British Columbia 
Provincial Court of British Columbia 
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ED

https://www.bccourts.ca/Court_of_Appeal/index.aspx
https://www.bccourts.ca/supreme_court/
http://www.provincialcourt.bc.ca/downloads/Practice%20Directions/NP%2022%20Resuming%20In-Person%20Proceedings%20During%20COVID-19.pdf



